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From Grefham-College, December 22. 


F TER the Royal Society 
had this Evening gone 
through a long Fatigue 
by difpatching the Bufi- 
nefs that was laid before 

them, they went upon the Subject of 
the Violence committed on the Bo- 
diesof Women. One of the grave 
Seniors at the Board would with 
great Warmth have been tedious on 
this Head, had not a Gentleman in- 
terrupted him, faying, there were 
Countries, where there: is no Punifh- 
ment appointed for fuch as fteal a- 
way young Women that are willing, 
which is the Caufe that thefe forts of 
Thefts are very frequent ; and there 
is no body that believes the Ravith- 
ers are very dilatory in point of En- 
joyment. The firft Lodging they 


come to is the utmoft ; and moft are 
given to fufpeét that Enjoyment pre- 
ceded the Efcape. I told them I 
thought that fort of Rape was gene- 
raily followed with Matrimony ; be- 
caufe, ifthe Parents did not confent 
to the Marriage, they would find 
themfelves burden’d with a Daugh- 
ter that is defiled in all Mens Opini- 
on, and who is not like to have any 
other Husband than what can be 
contented with anothers Leavings. I 
confefs fome Men fecure themfelves 
from being laugh’d at, by the Care 
they take to fay, that their Daugh- 
ters oppos’d as much as — their 
carrying off. But yet they can’t get 
clear ; they overturn common No- 
tions to make a Sy{tem diametrical- 
ly oppofite to the Publick Judgment 
and good Senfe. What Motive have 
the Heroes when _ fo off with a 
Miltref3 ? Willthey declare to her, 
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that they die with Love of her ; and 
that her Cruelties throw them into 
Defpair? They have declared that 
over and over,and they have no Re- 
courfe to this violent Method, till 
they know fhe is decermined to make 
another Man happy, and to be tor 
ever indificrent to them. Do they 
hope their Sighs { vainly walted 
ww alt they had prowoked her, will 
move her under the lively Refenr- 
ment fhe is in, againft her Ravifher? 
This is not probable. What they 
propofe ro ch¢mfelves muft thenb-,to 
take Advantage of the Condition, 
which fubmits her to their Difére- 
tion, and to bring her under fuch 
"Termsas fhal! make it her Intereit 
tothe firft Proponent of Marriage. 
This is indeed one of the Views of 
thofe who have taken a young Wo- 
gan again her Will. They per- 
{wade themfelves that after fhe has 
been fome Months in their Power, 
her Reputation will at leaft begin to 
faffer, and will not be reftored with- 
out the Nuptial Benedi&tion. And 
‘tis often feen, that if others marry 
Women in this Capacity, they are 
fiufpe@ted to have taken up with the 
Gleanings of the Ravifhers. They 
are laugh’d at for it, and regarded as 
Men of no delicate Tafte. Thefe 
my Obfervations I faw difobliged 
fome People at the Board, the 

thought I gave ina Charge seainkt 
thofe Gentlemen, whofe Heroes are 
out of Patience to marry the Women 
their Rivals have carried off more 
than once. And Matters might have 
some toa Diforder hadI not been 


timely affifted bye notable Hi torian; 
who rof up and told the Conspany, 
they would find true RetledAdj up- 
on alll had faid in Pernaffus Reform’ d, 
Cyrus (fays he) complains there, thar 
an Herome had not been given him, 
who was of an unblameable Chira- 
&ter. You will doubrlefs (fays Cyrus) 
judge by this Difcourfe that } am nor 
fatished with Mandana, and trul 
what would you have me to think 
of her after fhe has been fa often run 
away with ? Should I believe thar 
fhe returned untouch’d from the 
Hands of four Ravifhers >? Or wil! 
thofe that are the leaft clear-fighted 
in thefe Myfteries queftion whether 
you have given me anothers Leav- 
ings ? Methings you Should nor have 
expofed her Modefty to fuch violeat 
Attempis; and Mandana was nota 
Fort that could withftand fo many 
Affaults. It may be fhe had came 
off well from the firft Actack. I am 
willing to believe her fo fortified 
with Vertue, as not to furrender ac 
the firit Blow,and her Honour might 
be fafe without a Miracle in-that un- 
happy Incident. But Relapfes are 
mortal in thefe Matters; a fecond 
Ravifhment ruins all,and an Heroine 
who has no more than the Remains 
ofa fhaken Conftancy, or perhaps 
lef3, makes but ufelefs Efforts to de- 
fend herfelf. Apollo lent an Ear to 
that Complaint; and pronoanc’d this 
Decree, We declare that we ac- 
knowledge none for Heroes that are 
Cuckolds, nor for Heroefles that 
have been carried off more than once. 
I thank’d the Gentleman for quoting 
thefe 
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thefe notable Examples in my De- 
fence ; for they had entirely difintan. 
gledme from muchPerplexity, which 
otherwife might have ftained my 
Character, 





From Caltle-Yard, December 23. 


LUVIVS reprefents very natu- 

rally in a Scene, the Excellency 
of Chaftity inWomen,wherein he in- 
troduces two old Blades,Cadicles and 
Megaronides, talking upon that Sub 
ict. In my Vilit to Day I faw that 
Poet’s Humour imitated, though in 
a different manner, which gave me 
much Satis{jction. Our Difcourfe 


begun by a Gentleweman, who faid 
fhe was glad her Aunt was out o 


Town ; fince now fhe had an Op. 
portunity to take a right Idea of 
things. 1 defircd her to explain her- 
feif; for { thought fhe fet Matters in 
avery odd light. by giving a Suf 
picion that either her Friends or fhe 
were guilty of coming within the 
Verge of Indecency. She told me 
that fhe was blamed far going often 
abroad, though it ‘was to perform 
commendable Exercifes. This Hint 
gave an Occafion to a Lady in the 
Room to fay, it Was not uncommon 
to hear that old People may be vici- 
ous and the Young Vertuous ; for 
fhe could give us an inftance of one, 
who became ftudious even againft 
the Confent ofdsis Parents. The Per- 
fon fhe meant being then prefenr, 
the Company prevail’d upon him 
after abundance of Importumuics co 


be ingenuous, and give a true Rela- 
tion of the matter of Fact. He told 
us, his Father and he had at leaft 
twenty times quarrell’d about his 
Education and manner of Life. He 
faid,in the Twelfth Year of his Age 
he happen’d to be acquainted with a 
young Man of Fifteen, who dclighy 
ted much in Learning, which infpi- 
red bim with fuch a Love for it,that 
he thought himfelf ever unhappy, 
when he had not either a Book in his 
Hand, or fome excellent Sayings of 
the Ancients in his Thoughts. One 
Day my Companion and] (faid he) 
were got into the Woods, where we 
had placed a Table and a Desk, and 
were writing Verfes out of Homer 
and Horace.’ I faw my Father walk- 
ing towards us, whom! knew not 
till rhat moment to have been in the 
Country. I could obferve in his Air 
the Perplexity which atrendsa Pa- 
rent when he is difpleaféd ; and L 
had, while he was coming forwards, 
time to runaway with our Books 
and Papers, and hide them under 
the Leavcs and Mofs. But when he 
came to our Study I fhewed fome- 
thing of a Refentmenron account of 
my being difcountenanc’d in what o- 
thers reckon’d commendable in their 
Children. However, I was in hopes, 
that he would then make a Declara- 
tion of Encouragement to proceed in 
my retired Meditations. ‘This gave 
him occafion to fay,Child, your way 
of Converfation will never bring you 
to the Poffeilion of an Eftate equal 
to what fome of your Anceftors have 
been pofleffed of ; they raifed them- 

felves 
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felves in Trading, not by Reading. 
Befides (faid bo one would thin 
the many Inftances you fee of the 
vaft Numbers of poor Schollars a- 
broad in the World, fhould rather 
induce you to turn Cobler, than to 
erfiftto bea Preacher. Look but 
into the Houfes and Furniture of 
fome miferable Country-Curates, 
and thofe of many Trgnflators,you'll 
find the latter live like Princes to 
the former. Here I took leave to 
befeech my Father only to confider 
the mean Ideas thar illiterate Perfons 
have of Heaven, and the beautiful 
Images they are capable of framing 
of things, who have received a libe- 
ral Education. He told us, that {é- 
veral of thefé kind of Arguments 
were run over on both fides with 
uncommon Vehemency. But per- 


ceiving I could not bring my 
Father to the Point I aim’d ar, I fell 
upon my Knees, and intreated him 


in the Caufe of Vertue, as we were 
then together in Solitude. Can you 
think Sir (faid I) of deftroying the 
Labours of Eight Years,and the pur- 
pofe of being a Philofopher, for the 
mean Condition of a Trade, or the 


ba Lucre of Money ? Have I taken 


in all the Inftructions of Soer ates,P/a- 
to, Tully, Seneca, Hefiod, Homer and 
Virgil, &c. for no other end but to 
be a Slave to Labour, and abando- 
ned to the Scorn of the Ingenious. 
ThenI defired him to aflume his 
Reafon, and not attempt to deftro 
a College dedicated to Divinity, Phi- 
lofo hy and Poetry. If I have of- 
fade you (faid 1) take away the 
Part I have in your Affections, in 
your Houfe, and your Eftate; fo 
that you do bur leave me my Desk, 
Books and Papers, and let me alone 
in my folitary Study. The Arden- 
cy of my Pailion made me incapa- 
ble of uttering more, and | faw my 
Father aftonifhed and reformed by 
my Behaviour. He confénted that I 
fhould Have my own way, and go 
to the Univerlity. I told the Youth, 
after he had related the whole Srory, 
I hoped to fee him, notwith{tanding 
my great Age,to be my Lord Bifhop 
of Canterbury; for if ever a Gentle- 
man deferved that Preferment, he 
did, were it for no other Reafon, but 
as an Example ro Parents never to 
crofs their Children in the Purfuit of 
Learning for the gain of Wealth. 





